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WHOLESALE TRADE IN ILLINOIS 


The distinct service of the wholesale merchant has been 
to buy in large quantities products which he then resells 
in smaller quantities, so that the retailer may maintain an 
inventory that will serve his customers at reasonable 
prices, 

Some students of marketing have anticipated that 
with the expansion of our economy a decline of the 
wholesaler will take place, on the basis that waste and 
inefficiency result from these middlemen. Rather than de- 
clining in activity, however, wholesalers have continued 
to increase in number. The apparent desire of the retailer 
to place small orders has been advantageous to the local 
wholesaler and has increased the difficulty of direct ship- 
ments from the manufacturer to the retailer. Whereas 
there has been some integration of the manufacturer and 
the retailer, one should remember that expenses of opera- 
tion, storing goods, and delivering assortments are whole- 
sale expenses whether they are imputed to a manufac- 
turer, a wholesaler, or a retailer. 

The Census data on wholesale trade, however, are 
concerned with all non-retail middlemen. This broader 
conception includes not only service and limited-function 
wholesalers (wholesale merchants), but manufacturers’ 
sales branches (with stocks), manufacturers’ sales offices 
(without stocks), petroleum bulk stations and terminals, 
agents and brokers, and assemblers of farm products. 

According to the most recent comprehensive data 
available, the 1939 census listed 200,573 wholesale estab- 
lishments in the United States with total sales of $55,265,- 
640,000, a percentage increase of 29.1 per cent over the 
1935 sales. 

Illinois, the leading wholesale state of the Middle 
West, and second only to New York State in the nation, 
had dollar sales amounting to $4,998,766,000 in 1939, which 
was an increase of 27.2 per cent over the 1935 figure. 
The average number of employees rose from 104,583 to 
122,741 during the same period, a gain of 17.4 per cent. 
Also, total pay rolls increased 25.0 per cent, rising from 
$182,770,000 to $228,407,000. 

More than 81 per cent of the Illinois wholesale trade 


KNOW 





YOUR. STATE. 


is centered in Chicago. This large trading center, with 
trade tributaries spreading throughout the nation, accord- 
ing to the most recent reports contributed 78 per cent 
of the employment and 83 per cént of the pay roll of the 
State’s wholesale trade. 

There are 28 major kinds of wholesale bicitice. These 
types of business are classified on the basis of their trade 
designation or the chief line of merchandise sold. Out- 
standing dollar sales among the Illinois wholesale enter- 
prises for 1939 were: farm products and supplies, $1,223,- 
010,000; groceries, $722,025,000; machinery, $330,985,000; 
beer, wines, and liquors, $196,744,000; and automotive, 
$184,157,000. Although there were more establishments 
and larger sales in farm products and supplies, grocery 
establishments registered a higher average of employees. 
Despite the fact that machinery ranked third in dollar 
sales and employment, that industry had the greatest total 
pay roll. Pay rolls for the five groups were: machinery, 
$31,062,000; groceries, $31,056,000; farm products and sup- 
plies, $25,318,000; automotive, $11,443,000; and beer, wines, 
and liquors, $9,682,000. 

The largest type of operational group is the service 
and limited-function wholesaler, 88 per cent of whose 
dollar sales is attributable to the wholesale merchants. 
Wholesale merchants carry stocks of goods for immedi- 
ate delivery, have outside salesmen, and sell on credit. 
This operational group also includes voluntary whole- 
salers, converters, export merchants, importers, industrial 
distributors, cash and carry wholesalers, drop shippers or 
desk jobbers, wagon distributors, and retailer-cooperative 
warehouses. 

Not only does the wholesaler provide the retailer with 
goods, but he may aid the retailer in other ways. That is, 
he may supply advertising copy, promote store reorgani- 
zation, and suggest stock display. Too, his storage facil- 
ities are needed, as well as his ability to relay consumer 
desires from the retailer to the manufacturer. 

The wholesaler’s rapid distribution of available goods 
during the war is another evidence of his indispensability 
as an economical agency of distribution and has estab- 
lished his status even more firmly in our economy. 
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THE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
FOR 1946 


The traditional “Happy and Prosperous New Year” greet- 
ings weve exchanged with more than usual significance as 
1945 went out and 1946 came in. People were happy be- 
cause the war was over and the country had emerged 
victorious from the greatest struggle in its history. The 
labor difficulties, serious as they were, seemed trivial as 
compared with the scourge of total war. That 1946 will be 
the most prosperous peacetime year in history seems 
assured if harmony between management and labor can 
be attained in the near future. 

In analyzing the factors which point to unprecedented 
prosperity in 1946 one is confronted with many unpre- 
dictables which are not adapted to precise measurement. 
The social scientist must deal simultaneously with a mul- 
tiplicity of complex and diverse elements. Above all, he 
must deal with the behavior of millions of human beings, 
and their behavior is one of the most unpredictable of all 
factors. Nevertheless, it is possible for competent analysts 
to make worth-while observations on the economic outlook 
for a limited future period. The following analysis con- 
stitutes a sort of composite of views of several of the 
country’s most competent economists. 

The primary reason for the general agreement that 
1946 will be the most prosperous peacetime year in the 
history of the country is the obvious fact that both con- 
sumers and business have a four-year accumulation of 
demand for all kinds of commodities. Reconversion has 
been practically completed, and the only factor that might 
seriously alter the favorable prospects is protracted labor 
difficulties. 

The amount of income payments to individuals is a 
factor that 1s used extensively as an indicator of eco- 
nomic activity. Estimates of total income payments for 
1946 range from $135 billions to $150 billions. Final figures 
are not yet available for 1945, but it is estimated that the 
total will be approximately $159 billions. The prewar peak 
was reached in 1941 with a total of $92.7 billions. The 
anticipated high level of income, the large accumulations 
of savings, the reduced rate of saving, and the heavy 
backlog of demand suggest that total consumer expendi- 
tures in 1946 will exceed the previous record set in 1945. 

With 1935-39 = 100, the Federal Reserve Board’s aver- 
age monthly index of the physical volume of industrial 
production is expected to range between 165 and 185 in 
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1946. The wartime maximum for this index was 247, 
reached in October and November, 1943. When the war 
ended in Europe the index stood at 225. By V-J Day, it 
had declined to 188 and a low point of 165 was reached 
in October, 1945, after which a slight increase to 170 oc- 
curred in November, 1945. It is highly significant that it 
took only two months after the end of the war to check 
the downward trend in the production index. 

With favorable weather, agricultural production in 
1946 should at least equal the high volume of 1945. The 
Department of Agriculture has tentatively set the 1946 
acreage goal at 2 per cent above actual plantings in 1945. 
Large increases have been recommended in areas planted 
to sugar beets and cane, with smaller increases for cot- 
ton and such feed grains as corn, oats, and barley. Minor 
reductions are requested for such products as milk, eggs, 
chickens, turkeys, cattle, hogs, soybeans, peanuts, rice, 
potatoes, and vegetables for canning. With a good demand 
for farm products at favorable prices, farm income 
should be well sustained throughout the year. For several 
consecutive years the weather has been generally favor- 
able for agriculture. It is to be hoped that the weather- 
man will not be in an angry mood in 1946. A short crop 
would radically alter the whole agricultural outlook. 

The housing situation and construction are the chief 
competitors of the strikes as topics of discussion in the 
newspapers these days. A fairly good construction year 
is indicated by the forecast of the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce of $7.5 billions of new construction 
and expenditures of $5 billions for repairs and mainte- 
nance. Except for the war years, new construction in 1946 
is expected to reach the highest volume since 1929. Con- 
tinuous expansion is expected throughout the year, and the 
construction industry should be building at an annual 
rate of more than $9 billions by the end of the year. 
Housing will account for approximately $2.3 billions of 
total construction costs. 

Unemployment was, of course, almost nil during the 
war and up to this time it has fallen considerably short 
of the estimates made at the end of the war. In January 
the total number unemployed, excluding persons on strike 
and those not seeking employment, was about 2,000,000, 
whereas the number of employed persons totaled approxi- 
mately 52,000,000. It is estimated that civilian employ- 
ment in 1946 will range between 51,000,000 and 54,000,000. 
The peak of unemployment is expected to be reached in 
the spring or summer, when it is estimated that some 4 to 
6 million persons will be without jobs. Whether substan- 
tially full employment can be attained in the latter half 
of the year is the $64 question which few economists are 
willing to attempt to answer. 

The consensus at present is that the price control pro- 
gram is likely to be extended at least until the end of the 
year. A large majority of the people seem to feel that it 
is not necessary for the country to go through a boom- 
bust period, such as was experienced after the first World 
War, in order to make the transition to a peacetime 
economy. The necessary relaxation of some price ceilings 
to assure maximum production is expected to result in an 
increase in the price level of 3 to 6 per cent during 
the year. 

The stage is set for an enjoyable economic drama in 
1946. The audience is anxiously waiting for the actors and 
the directors to settle their controversies and _ start 
the show. 


Correction: In “Malleable Iron,” on the first page of the 
December Review, the’ capacity of the early furnaces 
should have been expressed in pounds, not tons. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— JANUARY 


The trend in postwar economic activity which had moved 
slowly upward since October dipped sharply downward in 
January. The strike situation was, of course, the major 
factor in this reversal. At the peak in January, it is esti- 
mated that 1,500,000 workers were idle on account of 
labor disputes. The principal industries affected were meat 
packing, steel, automotive, electrical appliances, and farm 
equipment. 

The general outlook for an eariy solution of the labor 
difficulties was more optimistic at the end of the month 
than it had been for several weeks. Several factors con- 
tributed to the improved sentiment. The Ford Motor Com- 
pany settled its dispute with the United Auto Workers 
(C.1.0.) by granting a wage boost of 18 cents an hour 
(15.1 per cent). A similar agreement was effected »by the 
Chrysler Corporation and the Union, with a wage increase 
of 1814 cents an hour (16.2 per cent). 

Early settlement of other major labor disputes is ex- 
pected, as a national wage pattern involving pay increases 
of about 18 cents an hour seems to be developing. The 
margin between the 1814 cents an hour increase de- 
manded by the steel workers and the 15 cents increase 
offered by management appears to be too narrow, in the 
light of the increases granted to automotive workers, to 
delay an agreement in the steel industry very long. The 
General Motors Corporation refused to accept the recom- 
mendations of President Truman’s fact-finding committee 
for a 1914 cents an hour increase. As Chrysler and Ford, 
two of the chief competitors of this company, go into pro- 
duction an early settlement of the strike seems probable. 
The resumption of full-scale production in the automobile 
industry is, of course, dependent upon availability of ade- 
quate steel supplies. After government seizure of the 


Despite a multitude of troubles, particularly strikes, and 
shortages of materials, business activity got off to a good 
start in the first month of the new year. Preliminary re- 
ports indicate that retail sales in January continued to 
run well above the figure for the corresponding month a 
year ago. Sales have held up remarkably well although 
no large amount of new production has as yet reached 
the retail stores. With the prevailing low inventories and 
the fast movement of goods when they reach the retailers’ 
shelves, merchants naturally get the impression that little 
headway is being made in the return to normalcy. It must 
be recognized, however, that it takes time to get the 
country’s complicated system of distribution to moving. 
Illinois felt the full impact of major strikes in Janu- 
ary with work stoppages in the meat-packing and farm 
equipment industries. Unemployment continues to be un- 
expectedly small, although the State has its full propor- 
tion of discharged service men and displaced war workers. 
\ total of 92,900 jobless persons received unemployment 
compensation payments in December. Payments during 
December amounted to $6,989,914, which was 14.5 per 
cent below the November total and 22.6 per cent less than 
in October. An analysis of the unemployed shows that 
almost half are women, many of whom have lost their jobs 
in war plants and have not been successful in finding 
equally remunerative employment in peacetime pursuits. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— JANUARY 





meat-packing plants, the United Packinghouse Workers of 
America (C.I.0.) reversed an earlier decision and yrged 
200,000 strikers to return to their jobs. ; 

Out of the recent labor difficulties the fact has been 
dearly established that general wage increases cannot be 
granted without at least some price increases. Ceilings 
are expected to be raised on steel, meats, apparel, and 
certain other items. To the extent that wage increases are 
reflected in higher prices, the benefit of such increases is 
correspondingly nullified. The burden of price increases 
falls especially heavily upon the millions of persons whose 
incomes do not go up. The consumer, particularly the 
consumer with a fixed income, is the forgotten man in 
wage and price adjustments. Officials charged with the 
responsibility of holding the price line give assurance, 
however, that no serious breakthrough of the existing 
price level is anticipated. In a move to block unwarranted 
price increases, President Truman asked Congressional 
leaders for early action on extension of the price control 
act beyond its scheduled June 30 expiration date. 

The Federal budget for the fiscal year which begins 
July 1, 1946, and ends June 30, 1947, calls for expendi- 
tures of approximately $36 billions against estimated rev- 
enues of about $3114 billions, According to the budgetary 
message the anticipated deficit for the next fiscal year, 
as well as the deficit for the remainder of the current 
fiscal year, will be financed out of the large cash balance 
in the Treasury, with the result that the debt, which now 
amounts to $279 billions, will not be further increased. It 
must be remembered that the budget is only a financial 
plan and that the actual amount of expenditures will be 
determined by the amounts appropriated by the Congress. 


At the same time, a definite shortage of male workers 
exists in many communities. Labor shortages are espe- 
cially prevalent in the textile, iron and steel products, con- 
struction, and service industries. Numerous concerns 
report exhaustion of male seniority lists. 

A great deal of comment has been aroused by the 
recent proposal of Mayor Edward J. Kelly for a one per 
cent sales tax to relieve the burden upon property owners 
in Chicago. Adoption of such a tax would, of course, re- 
quire approval by the General Assembly. The proposal has 
been severely criticized by organized labor and other 
groups because it falls much more heavily upon families 
with small incomes than it does upon those with large 
incomes. Low-income families, moreover, normally spend 
a much larger proportion of their income for goods sub- 
ject to a sales tax than do high-income families. The only 
advantages of the sales tax are that it is convenient to 
pay and that it is a productive source of revenue. 

According to a recent report of the State Geological 
Survey, the Mattoon oil pool held the spotlight during 
the last few months. Sixty-one producing wells were drilled 
in this pool in 1945, and 46 of these were drilled in the last 
quarter of the year. The pool was discovered in 1939, but 
extensive drilling operations did not begin until 1945. The 
depth of the oil-producing sands ranges from 1,800 feet 
to 2,125 feet on the average. 
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Comparative Changes in Illinois Business 


Eight indicators of business activity in Illinois showed 
increases between December, 1944, and December, 1945. 
Table I and Chart 1 portray percentage changes for the 
year and on a monthly basis. 

The largest gain reported for the year was 347.0 per 
cent for building permit valuations; construction contracts 
awarded was next, with a rise of 103.5 per cent. Life 
insurance sales rose 21.5 per cent; department store sales, 
9.0 per cent; bank debits, 7.1 per cent; farm prices, 3.8 per 
cent; consumers’ prices for Chicago, 1.3 per cent; and 
petroleum production, 0.6 per cent. 

Coal production declined 8.2 per cent, and electric 
power consumption, 9.1 per cent. Decreases shown for 


clines from wartime conditions. 

In comparison with figures for November, 1945, only 
two items, coal production and construction contracts 
awarded, showed declines. Large gains were shown for 
department store sales, 34.0 per cent; bank debits, 32.4 
per cent; building permits, 24.9 per cent; and life insur- 
ance sales, 14.6 per cent. 


TABLE I 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 




















December, 1945 
Percentage 
Change from Index 
1935- 
1939 = 
Dec. Nov 
1944 | 1945 100 
8 SE eer ey + 7.1 | +32.4 283.6 
Building permits*............... +347.0 | +24.9| 386.1 
ee — 8.2) -— 3.7 156.5 
Construction contracts awarded‘. .|+103.5 | —58.6 118.7 
Consumers’ prices for Chicago®...| + 1.3 | + 0.5 128.0 
Department store sales*......... +90) +34.0 297.7 
Electric power consumption’.....| — 9.1 | + 4.7 178.7 
Employment, industry?.......... —18.1 | + 2.4 114.1 
Employment, manufacturing?....| —24.7 | + 1.4 114.1 
i. PRP Tee + 3.8} + 0.5 174.1 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)®...}| +21.5 | +14.6 140.0 
Pay rolls, industry’. ............ —23.2|} + 3.4 196.1 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?........ —30.6 | + 2.7 207.5 
Petroleum production®.......... +0.6|/ + 3.9] 285.1 








*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; “Illinois 
Department of Labor; ‘Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; "Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, Chicago Regional Office; “Bureau of the Census; “Illi- 
nois Commerce Commission; “Illinois Cooperative Crop Re- 
porting Service; *Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau, 
Hartford, Connecticut; “State Geological Survey. 


Wholesale Prices 


The index of wholesale prices, on the 1926 base, for De- 
cember, 1945, was 107.1, a rise of 2.3 per cent above the 
figure for December, 1944. Again, all commodity groups 
showed advances for the year: farm products, 4.8 per 
cent; foods, 2.9 per cent; building materials, 2.7 per cent; 
fuel and lighting materials, 2.0 per cent; textile products, 
1.9 per cent; metals and metal products, 1.7 per cent; 
chemicals and allied products, 1.4 per cent; hides and 
leather products, 1.3 per cent; and house furnishing 
goods, 0.3 per cent. 

In comparison with November, 1945, no change oc- 


employment and pay rolls reflected the unavoidable de- — 
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Chart 1 — Percentage Changes in Illinois Business, 
December, 1944, to December, 1945 


curred for house furnishing goods, and small advances 
were reported for all other groups, ranging from a 0.1 
per cent increase for hides and leather products to a 0.7 
per cent rise for building materials. 

Since August, 1939, the index of wholesale prices 
for all commodities has risen 42.8 per cent. 


























TABLE II 
WHOLESALE PRICES 
December, 1945 
Percentage Change 
Commodity from. ao 
Dec. Nov. 100 
1944 1945 
All commodities............ +2.3 +0.3 107.1 
a | eee +4.8 +0.3 131.5 
RE es ee ee eae +2.9 +0.6 108 .6 
Hides and leather products....} +1.3 +0.1 118.9 
Textile products. .... SE re +1.9 +0.3 101.4 
Fuel and lighting materials....| +2.0 +0.2 84.8 
Metals and metal products.... +1.7 +0.4 105.6 
Building materials............ +2.7 +0.7 119.5 
Chemicals and allied products..| +1.4 +0.4 96.1 
House furnishing goods........ +0.3 0.0 104.7 
Miscellaneous commodities. .. . +0.6 0.0 94.3 
Raw materials................ +4.0 +0.3 119.2 
Semimanufactured articles... .. +3.0 +0.7 97.6 
Manufactured articies......... +1.4 +0.3 102.5 
All commodities other than 
farm products.............. +1.6 +0.3 101.6 
All commodities other than 
farm products and foods.....| +1.6 +0.3 100.5 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
checks drawn upon individual bank accounts. Bank debits 
are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business. 
They are not so indicative when applied solely to New 
York and Chicago, since great transfers of funds take 
place between those cities. When taken as a whole, bank 
debits do indicate the general trend of business; however, 
changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other than Chicago 
are more significant to the businessman. American people, 
more than any other people, pay their bills with checks 
drawn on individual accounts.) 


In December, 1945, bank debits in the fifteen report- 
ing Illinois cities showed gains of 7.1 per cent and 32.4 


FINANCE 


per cent, respectively, over the amounts for December, 
1944, and November, 1945. The total for the year 1945 
was 1.7 per cent higher than that reported for the twelve 
months of 1944. Changes since December, 1944, for indi- 
vidual cities ranged from a decline of 10.7 per cent to a 
rise of 42.2 per cent for Bloomington. Chicago showed 
the greatest gain for the month. 

Debits reported for the Chicago Federal Reserve Dis- 
trict were 0.5 per cent less than the figure for December, 
1944, whereas those for the St. Louis District and for the 
United States rose 8.4 per cent and 11.3 per cent, respec- 
tively. On a monthly basis, all three classifications showed 
gains: the Chicago District, 25.7 per cent; the St. Louis 
District, 12.9 per cent; and the United States, 27.9 per cent. 


TABLE III 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 





























Percentage Change 
City December December November December, 1945, from 
1945 1944 1945 December November 

1944 1945 

Test «5. 0:s'd viaig calanoid ee ees eee $8,831,215 $8,246,415 $6,671,935 + 7.1 +32.4 
on i Sets, Aare 75 mam Ue Rt ry 18,792 16,409 15,134 +14.5 +24.2 
AOUR 55.50 8S 5 pe REREAD Be cde de ead Re OE 23 ,840 22,261 21,710 + 7.1 + 9.8 
BlsceiON «5:6 diac: o 5600S Sel Be bens abercdaioen 34,930 24,571 29 ,009 +42.2 +20.4 
Chasen Unite « <osin sc cwsiccteeus aN e ha eee 22,677 19,762 30 ,690 +14.8 —26.1 
CME nai on roth On Cone e th teehee 8,253,990 7,670,726 6,086 ,024 + 7.6 +35.6 
OE eye hee PC ae ec EN Le! ET BAS 22,704 19,756 21,454 +14.9 + 5.8 
PCG 8. ois nile ean doiiden Peed arte ar snnete 41,705 44,192 63,182 — 5.6 —34.0 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 74,604 83,513 83 ,483 —10.7 —10.6 
Bleis... i... s big Pewwivgud Sav Ong bee oe k ee OREO 15,885 13 ,602 14,526 +16.8 + 9.4 
Joliet... «sce hoot Seapiedives peewee ree 30,796 32,389 31,225 — 4.9 — 1.4 
Moliat «20/5055 Fe. aden De Le et nen eee 15,398 16,124 15,361 — 4.5 + 0.2 
PORE. < <i Sicdnracbowinint eee bees cota 139,377 149 ,061 132,834 — 6.5 + 4.9 
Oe Ee er TT ee Fee ae eee Pad AS 20,515 18,554 21,433 +10.6 — 4.3 
nn Ree ee Nee FRE 64,829 67,418 57,563 — 3.8 +12.6 
Sorte sino Osa Caimen ane wah ee 51,173 48 ,077 48 ,307 ’+ 6.4 + 5.9 











Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

Illinois sales of ordinary life insurance in December, 
1945, amounted to $65,620,000, a gain of 14.6 per cent over 
the November sales, and of 21.5 per cent over the figure 
for December, 1944. For the year 1945, sales in Illinois 
were 14.0 per cent greater than the 1944 total, closely 
paralleling the trend for the entire country. 


Cash Farm Income 


Cash farm income for Illinois in October, 1945, was 
$136,927,000, a sharp rise of 79.0 per cent over the 
amount reported for September, and a gain of 17.6 per 
cent above that for October, 1944. For the United States, 
cash farm income rose 23.3 per cent for the month but 
showed a slight decline for the year. For the first ten 
months of 1945, there was a small decline of 1.4 per cent 
in Illinois cash farm income as compared with figures 
for January-October, 1944. 
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Commercial Failures 


Only two commercial failures, with liabilities of $8,000, 
were reported for Illinois in November, 1945. In com- 
parison with November, 1944, one less failure occurred, 
and the liabilities involved were $10,000 lower. In the 
first eleven months of 1945 less than half as many failures 
were reported for Illinois as in January-November, 1944. 


: TABLE IV 
COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN ILLINOIS 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 




















November January-November 
Year 
Failures} Liabilities | Failures | Liabilities 
oe gt Re ee Oe 2 $ 8 41 $ 791 
ee 3 18 86 1,016 
Mh Hl 18 406 266 2,358 
SRSA I 50 282 723 7,074 
Pres 54 587 757 7,879 
en coa5s heece 96 977 1,054 9,828 











Source: Dun’s Statistical Review. 








PRODUCTION 
Coal 


In December, 1945, coal production in Illinois amounted 
to 5,692,988 tons, which was 3.7 per cent less than the 
November output, and 8.2 per cent below the tonnage 
reported for December, 1944. 

There were 26,259 men who worked an average of 
20 days in the month of December, 1945. Of the 108 re- 
porting mines, 84 shaft mines produced 4,360,534 tons of 
coal, and 24 strip mines accounted for 1,332,454 tons. 


Petroleum 


Petroleum production in Illinois in December, 1945, was 
6,386,000 barrels, a gain of 3.9 per cent for the month, 
and a slight increase of 0.6 per cent over the output for 
December, 1944. Production for the year 1945 was 4.1 
per cent below the 1944 total. 

Six more new producing wells were completed in 
December, 1945, than in the preceding month. The num- 
ber, however, was 18 less than that reported for Decem- 
ber, 1944. Total completions for 1945 were 1,092 as com- 
pared with 1,229 for 1944. 


Electric Power Production 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

For November, 1945, production of 1,142,637,000 kilo- 
watt hours of electric energy in Illinois was reported by 
the Federal Power Commission. This amount showed a 
gain of 4.1 per cent over the October production, but was 
9.6 per cent less than the figure for November, 1944. 

Production of electric energy in the United States 
declined 1.7 per cent for the month, and 8.3 per cent on 
a yearly basis. 


Electric Power Consumption 


(Electric power consumption is commonly used as a 
measure of industrial activity since practically all indus- 
tries use electrical power to some extent.) 

The eleven largest electric utility companies in Illinois 
reported sales of electric energy to ultimate consumers 
amounting to 999,517,691 kilowatt hours in December. 
This represented a rise of 4.7 per cent for the month, but 
was 9.1 per cent below the sales reported for Decem- 
ber, 1944. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 





The total valuation of building permits issued in De- 
cember, 1945, in the 190 reporting Illinois cities was $22,- 
278,919. This was almost four and a half times the valua- 
tion of permits issued in December, 1944, and an increase 
of 24.9 per cent over the total for November, 1945. 

In comparison with December, 1944, large gains were 
shown for all three classifications: additions, alterations, 
repairs, and installations, 120.8 per cent; new residential 
building, 294.3 per cent; and new nonresidential building, 
702.9 per cent. On a monthly basis, new residential build- 
ing rose 50.9 per cent, and new nonresidential building, 
10.8 per cent, whereas a negligible decline of 0.7 per 
cent occurred in additions, alterations, repairs and instal- 
lations. 

In the year 1945, 31,818 building permits were issued 
in the reporting cities, and_the estimated cost of the 
projects was $122,491,376, more than double that reported 
for the previous year. The city of Chicago, the suburban 
cities, and the downstate group all showed large advances 
for the year. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

In December, 1945, construction contracts awarded in 
Illinois amounted to $19,726,000, which was more than 
twice the figure for December, 1944, but 58.6 per cent 
less than the total reported for November, 1945. 

Total building showed an increase of 123.5 per cent 
over the contract awards for December, 1944. Residential 
building increased 47.7 per cent, and nonresidential build- 
ing more than tripled, whereas construction of public 
works and utilities fell off 11.2 per cent. 

In comparison with November, 1945, figures, all classi- 
fications showed decreases: residential building, 29.1 per 
cent; nonresidential, 51.5 per cent; and public works and 
utilities, 90.8 per cent. 

The total amount of contracts awarded in the State in 
1945 was $247,157,000, almost double the valuation of 
contract awards for the year 1944. This was well above 
the 65.5 per cent advance for the year reported in the 
thirty-seven eastern states. 

Total contracts for nonresidential building awarded in 
the State in 1945 amounted to $136,751,000; for residen- 
tial building, $49,144,000; and for public works and 
utilities, $61,262,000. 


TABLE V 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) - 








Percentage Change 


























r ; Dec., 1945, from 
. , Yec. | Dec. Nov. 
Type of Construction 19048 1944 1945 
| Dec. Nov. 
1944 1945 
Es 5 
Total Construction. ..| $19,726 | $9 691 $47,697 | +103.5 —58.6 
Total Building.........| 18,451 8,255 33,821 | +123.5 | —45.4 
Residential. . 6,458 | 4,371 9,100 | + 47.7 | —29.1 
Nonresidential...... 11,996 | 3,884 24,721 | +208.9 | —51.5 
Public Works and | 
I: On tecy rc0d 1,275 | 1,436 13,876 | — 11.2 | —90.8 
' | 





Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


[ 6 ] 











~elUCUh——hUC hrlUmLLeehUee 








RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Sales of 32 independent department stores in Illinois 
for December, 1945, amounted to $9,162,996. This amount 
was 34 per cent above the November sales volume of these 
stores and 9 per cent more than the figure for December, 
1944. For the year 1945, sales volume of this group of 
stores exceeded that reported for the twelve months of 
1944 by 11 per cent. These advances continue the trend 
of expansion which has been evident since 1939. In spite 
of shortages in some staple lines, holiday trade broke 
all records, as consumers used their ample purchasing 
power to buy higher-priced items for gift purposes. 
Price advances, rather than increases in units purchased, 
accounted for much of the over-all rise in sales volume. 

For the 9 reporting independent department stores in 
Chicago sales rose 34 per cent for the month and were 
11 per cent above the volume reported for December, 1944. 
For the year 1945, sales of these Chicago department 
stores showed an increase of 11 per cent over their dollar 
volume for January-December, 1944. 


TABLE VI 
RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY KIND OF BUSINESS 











Percentage Change 
December, 1945, from 


December | November 


Kind of Business 





1944 1945 

TOG ss es ec exes oe +11 +23 
DEPARTMENT STORES........... +9 +34 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS...... +12 +17 
Tr eee + 6 +11 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats) + 6 +9 
Combination stores (groceries, meats) + 7 +13 
Meat markets, fish markets........ + 3 + 6 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores. .. + 3 +11 
Eating and Drinking Places......... + 6 +1 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms + 4 — 3 
ee eer eer re +15 +19 
General Stores (with foods).......... 4 +24 
a ERE ES ee +15 +76 
Ee a ee +30 — 8 
Fuel and Ice Dealers............... +19 +31 
teres errr re +22 +40 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores. . — 1 +63 


ee re ere re eee + 7 +17 
Men’s clothing and furnishings stores + § +23 
Family clothing stores............ + 3 +26 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores. .... +11 +9 
ME ES oy ce ack o'diok kh ae oT + 6 + 5 
DR. cnc noe ave csnardwah +17 +153 
Amtomptive Group... ...6 66. s eee. +39 —11 
Motor-vehicle dealers............. +41 —i1 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group. . . +37 +18 
Pee ME os... tcc wie anes +32 +14 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group. .. +13 —15 
Hardware Gores ..... .. 2.0 sc cctsce +26 +12 
Lumber-building materials dealers... + 5 —27 
SEES ER RE He F +20 +60 











Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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Other Kinds of Business 


Sales of 1,648 independent retail stores in Illinois other 
than department stores in December, 1945, were 17 per 
cent higher than in November, and 12 per cent more than 
in December, 1944. Sales of these stores in 1945 showed 
a gain of 7 per cent as compared with volume for 1944. 

Groups for which the largest advances occurred in 
comparison with sales for November, 1945, were: jewelry 
stores, 153 per cent; florists, 76 per cent; dry goods and 
general merchandise stores, 63 per cent; drug stores, 40 
per cent; and fuel and ice dealers, 31 per cent. Most of 
the other classifications also reported gains, ranging from 
1 per cent to 26 per cent. Decreases were shown by 
restaurants, cafeterias, and lunchrooms, 3 per cent; filling 
stations, 8 per cent; the automotive group and motor- 
vehicle dealers, 11 per cent each; the lumber-building- 
hardware group, 15 per cent; and lumber-building ma- 
terials dealers, 27 per cent. 

As compared with December, 1944, figures, only dry 
goods and general merchandise stores showed a decline, 
which, however, was slight—only 1 per cent. Sales of 
motor-vehicle dealers rose 41 per cent; the automotive 
group, 39 per cent; the furniture-household-radio group, 
37 per cent; furniture stores, 32 per cent; filling stations, 
30 per cent; hardware stores, 26 per cent; drug stores, 22 
per cent; fuel and ice dealers, 19 per cent; jewelry stores, 
17 per cent; drinking places and florists, 15 per cent each; 
the lumber-building-hardware group, 13 per cent; and 
women’s ready-to-wear stores, 11 per cent. Other groups 
showed gains ranging from 3 per cent to 7 per cent. 

Sales of 533 independent retail stores other than inde- 
pendent stores in Chicago for December, 1945, were 13 
per cent higher than in November. The largest increases 
were reported for jewelry stores, 128 per cent; dry goods 
and general merchandise stores, 96 per cent; liquor stores, 
69 per cent; and florists, 66 per cent. 


TABLE VII 
RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY CITY AND POPULATION GROUP 














Percentage Change 
December, 1945, from 
City and Population Group 
December November 
1944 1945 

Cities—100,000 and over.......... +10 +22 
CG Bush oes Oeics ca eetees ae +11 +22 
PU hry cu cbt tac basen een +4 +24 

Cities—50,000 to 99,999........... + 6 +20 
SS SRE ero renee — 4 +10 
NE EE NI ss a ake is 5 ho re eR +9 +40 
ee eae Sere teerae +12 +27 
a a cre wt bee he Yo +11 +19 
ID hs 6 650-4 4c ao oes +7 +23 

. 

Cities—25,000 to 49,999........... +11 +31 
ES RE I Re ret +24 +14 
eh +12 +33 
I hs ris ct ws aa biesa wee +11 +33 
SINE, si sales acta arte wee + 3 +23 
MS ond beta ak pass Wh S cae S + 8 +53 
Rock Island-Moline............ +2 +45 

Cities—10,000 to 24,999........... +10 +28 

Cities—5,000 to 9,999............. +18 +11 

Cities—2,500 to 4,999............. +15 +21 

Places of less than 2,500........ +12 +10 








Source: Bureau of the Census. 








(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

Between mid-November and mid-December, employ- 
ment in Illinois reporting industries rose 2.4 per cent, and 
wage payments increased 3.4 per cent. Seasonal expan- 
sion of retail trade accounted for most of the gains, but 
advances also occurred in factory employment for the sec- 
ond consecutive month in 1945. Advances in employment 
and pay rolls occurred for all but 9 of the 52 manufacturing 
classifications which are covered in the monthly survey. 

Groups which showed substantial gains for both items 
were slaughtering and meat packing, and metals and 
machinery; the rate of advance of the latter group, how- 


EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS 





ever, was lessened by the shut-down of a large plant in 
the electrical machinery and apparatus group. 

Sharp decreases continued for the other transporta- 
tion equipment group, which includes aircraft manufac- 
turing and ship building. Chemicals, explosives and soap 
concerns also showed declines occasioned by termination 
of war contracts and closing of shell-loading and ammuni- 
tion plants. 

Mail order houses and department and variety stores 
experienced large gains in number of workers and wage 
disbursements. Other nonmanufacturing groups for which 
both items increased were service industries, coal mining, 
and utilities. 

In December, average weekly earnings were slightly 
higher than in November. In the manufacturing industries 
average earnings were $51.42 for men, $31.92 for women, 
and $46.20 for the two combined. For all reported workers 
in nonmanufacturing groups, average weekly earnings 
amounted to $39.66. In these groups, the industries with 
the highest earnings were coal mining, public utilities, and 
wholesale trade. 


TABLE VIII 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 






























































Pe t Ch Nov. 15- Dec. 15, 1945 , 
pt ein estan tc = December, 1945 indexes 

| ( 1935-39 = 100) 

a All Reporting Manufacturing Manufacturing 

City-Area Establishments Establishments Establishments 

Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls | Employment Pay Rolls 

re els AB Ee OR ines won owen + 2.4 + 3.4 + 1.4 + 2.7 114.1 207.5 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA. + 2.4 + 3.5 + 1.2 ay + 3.0 118.7 217.8 
Chicago City pws divas be tht bees + 4.0 + 5.7 + 3.5 + 5.9 118.7 220.6 
Waukegan-North Chicago + 3.2 + 8.6 + 2.8 a ” oe rer Seats 
Other suburban areas... —11.9 —14.3 —15.3 —17.8 113.6 193.8 
DOWNSTATE AREA........... + 2.4 + 3.0 + 1.9 + 2.2 105.3 | 189.1 
Alton-Wood River area.............0-. pga sd ee ‘ee | =23 173.3 333.6 
oe ye OE ee — 7.5 —10.7 — 9.5 —12.0 113.6 242.9 
os ee TT OT ee +12.3 +21.1 +13.1 +21.6 69.9 128.0 
Bloomington- Normal! 4- 2.8 + 7.3 + 3.0 + 7.9 122.3 220.7 
SNES aud i oe WS dro. ask ae Zs + 1.6 + 2.1 + 0.9 + 1.5 90.2 ee 
Decatur area RS TT EN, — 7.6 — 9.1 — 98 —10.1 108.1 207.3 
East St. Louis area................. — 3.4 — 4.2 — 4.9 — 5.7 112.9 169.0 
BL osc reseresbeverssutsvceascens: + 3.5 + 2.6 + 2.0 + 1.4 108.2 169.5 
erie EE EEE eee + 1.8 + 4.0 + 1.3 + 3.8 74.9 124.5 
RN S55 ack, x. wists ap d6. gil eG oon ew ove + 4.4 + 3.8 + 4.1 ae  . Srseu CL 
Granite City area + 4.1 + 3.9 + 3.9 + 3.9 121.4 210.5 
Joliet area IE Rey ae AOR Pe ee FET — 03 + 1.9 — 1.1 + 1.6 44.8 80.0 
Kankakee-Bradley area................ + 6.5 + 0.2 + 6.4 — 0.1 118.3 230.2 
Kewanee........... pr eee RC ee Weeseed. + 4.4 +11.6 + 4.1 i]? Vt tare Pcp 
LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby .................. + 1.7 ~ 3.5 + 1.5 — 4.6 92.1 139.2 
Mattoon See 8 el eee Se ee +26.9 +12.7 +30.5 ee, ok ke wae@ e Et. Goes 
PE. ocean ce Vdawer ad txonsweuees +17.4 +16.8 +17.9 +17.3 113.5 193.5 
Ottawa ee eeeccesececssneereveeceeses + 2.8 eS eee ee, coe ee ers) See Pie ree 
oo ct eae oo ERE EELETELER ETT + 3.6 + 2.0 + 3.1 + 1.8 145.6 226.7 
NL ord gsc arene me ted ne wa eee ata + 2.7 + 4.5 + 2.3 + 4.3 112.4 198.2 
ETO OOD SR + 3.1 + 4.8 + 3.1 + 4.9 127.2 275.2 
PE MOND. oct ncccceserreesaves cons + 1.6 4+ 2.5 + 1.3 + 2.3 107.3 179.6 
BE: once appreserasiesccsedenss i + 0.6 + 3.4 — 0.3 + 3.4 215.0 353.7 
Sterling-Rock Falls.................... +7.4 + 9.9 +65 | +9.8 92.9 193.5 
Sg Se I PO AR ae + 4.0 —- 0.1 ee tg POE ee ee ae 
A + 2.3 $56-} +147. | +38 83.5 | 140.9 





Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 


























(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

The index of consumers’ prices for Chicago, on the 
1935-39 base, in mid-December stood at 128.0, an advance 
of 0.5 per cent for the month, and of 1.3 per cent for the 
year. Since January, 1941, the index has risen 26.4 per 
cent. 
Increases over prices for a year ago were shown for 
clothing, 3.7 per cent; food, 2.1 per cent; fuel, electricity 
and ice, 1.4 per cent; and rent, 0.2 per cent. Prices of 
house furnishings declined 1.2 per cent, and miscellaneous 
items did not change. 

In comparison with mid-November indexes, price ad- 
vances were reported for food, 1.1 per cent; house fur- 
nishings, 0.3 per cent; and clothing, and fuel, electricity 
and ice, 0.1 per cent each. Miscellaneous items showed 
no price change. 














CONSUMERS’ PRICES 








TABLE IX 
CONSUMERS’ PRICE INDEX FOR CHICAGO 
December, 1945 
Commodity Percentage Change from Index 
1935-1939 = 
December | November 100 
1944 1945 

All OB eek Fas +1.3 +0.5 128.0 
LO PRON et re +2.1 +1.1 139.3 
Pe es ene +3.7 +0.1 142.3 
ROR. sé ccegi os eieeeanee on A eee 115.0 
Fuel, electricity, and ice.. +1.4 +0.1 106.7 
House furnishings....... —1.2 +0.3 139.7 
Miscellaneous.......... 0.0 0.0 121.4 











Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional 
Office. 


Retail Food Prices 


In December, 1945, retail costs of food in Chicago were 
2.1 per cent higher than in December, 1944. The highest 
advance was 7.4 per cent in the price of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Eggs showed a rise of 2.2 per cent; dairy 
products, 1.8 per cent; beverages, and sugar and sweets, 
1.7 per cent each; fats and oils, 1.2 per cent; and cereals 
and bakery goods, 0.1 per cent. Prices of meat and of 
canned fruits and vegetables declined 0.1 per cent and 0.5 
per cent, respectively. Since the mid-November survey, 
only minor changes occurred in the prices of most com- 
modity groups. Fresh fruits and vegetables advanced 4.5 
per cent and meats, 0.4 per cent, whereas dairy products 
declined 0.1 per cent. Individual items which showed in- 
creases were cabbage, 43.3 per cent; onions, 10.9 per cent; 
Irish potatoes, 8.8 per cent; oranges, 6.4 per cent; head 
lettuce, 1.7 per cent; and sugar, 1.4 per cent. Prices for 
apples, butter, coffee, and round steak declined slightly. 

The food cost index for Peoria in December, 1945, 
showed an over-all rise of 3.7 per cent since December, 
1944. Large advances were reported for fresh fruits and 
vegetables, 14.0 per cent; eggs, 7.6 per cent; and dried 
fruits and vegetables, 5.3 per cent. Prices of sugar and 
sweets declined 1.7 per cent, and those of beverages, 0.3 
per cent. In comparison with figures for mid-November, 
prices for meat, beverages, and sugar and sweets did not 
change, and small increases were shown for all other 


. groups, the highest being 0.6 per cent for eggs. The ad- 


vance shown for all foods for the month was 0.2 per cent. 

In Springfield, retail costs of food in mid-December 
were 3.2 per cent higher than in December, 1944. The 
largest price increases occurred for eggs, 13.0 per cent; 
fresh fruits and vegetables, 9.9 per cent; and*dried fruits 
and vegetables, 3.6 per cent. The only decline shown by 
any commodity group was 0.4 per cent for beverages. On 
a monthly basis, price changes for most groups were 
small. Cereals and bakery goods, dairy products, dried 
fruits and vegetables, beverages, and sugar and sweets 
showed no change; meats declined 0.5 per cent, eggs, 0.4 
per cent, and canned fruits and vegetables, 0.2 per cent. 
Increases of 4.6 per cent in fresh fruits and vegetables 
and 0.7 in fats and oils caused an over-all rise of 0.7 per 
cent for the month. 














TABLE X 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change December, 1945, from 
Commodity Group December, 1944 November, 1945 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 
Mi tui 5 ci SS + 2.1 + 3.7 + 3.2 + 1.1 + 0.2 + 0.7 
Cereals and bakery goods..................... + 0.1 + 0.1 + 0.6 0.0 + 0.1 0.0 
ee ET Oe ee Ce atte — 0.1 + 0.7 + 0.4 + 0.4 0.0 — 0.5 
Daly SUN. fet Feber tks Ae + 1.8 + 1.1 + 1.7 — 0.1 + 0.4 0.0 
LGU. 0 5 sins UNG GED Ad beh eT A IR PRY + 2.2 + 7.6 +13.0 + 0.5 + 0.6 — 0.4 
Fruien and wenn). es Sea ia ave tivns + 5.6 +10.6 + 7.2 + 3.5 + 0.3 + 3.1 
FOOD: fs esse ds Ces Geers ste Rea eet + 7.4 +14.0 + 9.9 + 4.5 + 0.2 + 4.6 
CORON soca elm arate decdbeier dedee Sin -— 0.5 + 2.0 + 0.8 — 0.2 + 0.2 — 0.2 
eer rte be ee ee ee + 0.8 + 5.3 + 3.6 + 0.1 + 0.5 0.0 
Beverages . ook iy aibhds vewhke tee Cali ke Sates tek + 1.7 — 0.3 — 0.4 + 0.3 0.0 0.0 
Fate G00 Giisiii's > scx T6005 UND IWE Maus + 1.2 + 1.7 + 1.3 + 0.2 + 1.4 + 0.7 
Sugar Os MOB. i 6 5ok oo keeeh aside. deo + 1.7 — 1.7 + 1.8 + 0.6 0.0 0.0 


























Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES* 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 71,860 ) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather — tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

From mid-November to mid-December, an increase of 0.7 
per cent in employment and a decline of 22 per cent in pay 
rolls occurred in this area. Increases in employees in petro- 
leum refining and in non-ferrous metal industries more than 
offset decreases in chemicals, explosives and soap and leather 
goods concerns. Valuation of building permits rose 41.1 per 
cent. Bank debits were 24.2 per cent higher than in Novem- 
ber, and 14.5 per cent above the amount for December, 1944. 
Retail sales volume rose 14 per cent on a monthly, and 24 
per cent on a yearly, basis and showed a gain for 1945 of 11 
per cent over the 1944 total. 


AURORA ( Pop. 47,170) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

The shut-down of a large machinery plant because of a 
labor dispute was the chief cause of substantial declines of 
7.5 per cent in employment and 10.7 per cent in pay rolls. 
Valuation of building permits issued in December showed a 
sharp decrease of 84.8 per cent. Bank debits were 7.1 per 
cent more than a year ago, and 9.8 per cent higher than in 
November, 1945. Retail sales rose 33 per cent for the month, 
and were 12 per cent higher than in December, 1944. Sales 
volume for the year 1945 was 9 per cent above that for 1944. 
Department store sales were practically the same as in 
December, 1944, but showed good gains for the month. 


BELLEVILLE ( Pop. 28,405) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

The reopening of a clothing plant was largely respon- 
sible for the sizable gains of 12.3 per cent in employment and 
21.1 per cent in pay rolls. Several other industries also re- 
ported larger wage payments for the month. Dollar volume of 
retail sales was 33 per cent greater than in November, and 11 
per cent above that reported for December, 1944. A 4 per cent 
gain was reported for total sales in 1945 as compared with 
those in the previous year. 


BLOOMINGTON ( Pop. 32,868 ) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and 
ventilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines 
and ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and candy. Railroad shops.) 

Ancreased activity in the important heating and plumbing 
equipment establishments was mainly responsible for the 
advances of 2.8 per cent in employment and 7.3 per cent in 
pay rolls. The valuation of building permits issued in Decem- 
ber, $33,300, was almost five times the November amount. 
Bank debits rose 20.4 per cent in the month and showed a 
sharp gain of 42.2 per cent above the figure for December, 
1944. Retail sales were 3 per cent higher than a year ago and 
23 per cent above the volume for November, 1945. Total 
dollar volume for 1945 was 3 per cent above that for the 
twelve months of 1944. 


CHICAGO (Pop. 3,396,808 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) 


In mid-December, employment and pay rolls showed good 
gains of 4.0 per cent and 5.7 per cent, respectively, over fig- 
* The reports are written from materials supplied by the Chambers of 
Commerce, Illinois Department of Labor, Federal Reserve Banks, 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


ures reported for mid-November. Trends for manufacturing 
and nonmanufacturing establishments were similar. The most 
important gains in both items were shown by electrical ma- 
chinery and apparatus, automobile, meat-packing, and tele- 
phone industries, mail order houses, and department and 
variety stores. Building permit valuations made a small gain 
of 6.2 per cent for the month. Bank debits recorded a sub- 
stantial rise of 35.6 per cent in December, and were 7.6 per 
cent above the December, 1944, amount. Retail sales volume 
for the year 1945 exceeded the 1944 total by 8 per cent, and 
sales for December, 1945, showed gains of 22 per cent on a 
monthly, and 11 per cent on a yearly, basis. The consumers’ 
price index rose 0.5 per cent in the month, and was 1.3 per 
cent higher than a year ago. Food costs advanced 1.1 per 
cent on a monthly, and 2.1 per cent on a yearly, basis. 


DANVILLE ( Pop. 36,919 ) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

Only small changes occurred in number of workers and 
wage payments, with the net result of a 1.6 per cent rise in 
employment and a 2.1 per cent increase in pay rolls. Building 
permit valuations registered a substantial gain of 59.0 per 
cent for the month. December bank debits were 5.8 per cent 
above the amount reported for November, and showed an 
increase of 14.9 per cent over the figure for December, 1944. 


DECATUR ( Pop. 62,976 ) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the 
soybean capital of America. The city has important concerns manu- 
facturing metals and textiles as well as corn, soybean and grain 
processing, agricultural food manufacturing, dairies and creameries, 
and printing and publishing industries.) 

The closing down of an important ordnance plant in the 
area was chiefly responsible for the substantial declines of 
7.6 per cent in employment and 9.1 per cent in pay rolls 
shown for mid-December. Building permit valuations made a 
good gain of 39.6 per cent. Bank debits fell off 34.0 per cent 
in the month, and were 5.6 per cent below the total for 
December, 1944. Retail sales volume for December was 4 
per ‘cent less than in December, 1944, but 10 per cent above 
the total for November, 1945. Total sales for 1945 were 3 
per cent greater than for the previous year. Trends for 
department store sales were similar, but these stores showed 
a much greater gain on a monthly basis. 


EAST ST. LOUIS ( Pop. 75,609 ) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Shut-downs in two large plants, one in the non-ferrous 
metals group and the other a chemicals, explosives and soap 
firm, were the chief cause of declines of 3.4 per cent in em- 
ployment and 4.2 per cent in pay rolls. Building permit 
valuations fell off 34.2 per cent in the month. Bank debits 
declined by slightly more than 10 per cent, on both a monthly 
and a yearly basis. Retail sales made an exceptionally high 
gain of 40 per _ cent for the month, and were 9 per cent 
greater than in December, 1944. Sales volume for 1945 was 6 
per cent above that reported for 1944. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000 ) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, capping and filling machines, 
water softeners, street sweepers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, 
cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is 
another important industry.) 

Important gains by firms which manufacture machinery 
and by department and variety stores contributed to the in- 
creases of 3.5 per cent in employment and 2.6 per cent in 
pay rolls. Expanded construction activity was indicated by the 
fact that building permit valuations more than tripled in the 
month. Bank debits were 9.4 per cent higher than in Novem- 
ber, and 16.8 per cent above the amount for December, 1944. 
For the year 1945, department store sales were 10 per cent 
above those for 1944. Sales volume for December was 40.8 
per cent above that for November, and 11.7 per cent greater 
than in December, 1944. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. 25,065 ) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm region. Some important industries are insurance 
and the manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil 
burners, windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical 
equipment.) 

Changes in the various industries were small in the pe- 
riod from mid-November to mid-December, with increases in 
some groups more than counterbalancing decreases in others. 
For all reporting industries, employment rose 1.8 per cent and 
pay rolls advanced 4.0 per cent. Building permit valuations 
showed a sharp decline of 75.9 per cent for the month in 
comparison with the figure for November. 


JOLIET (Pop. 42,365) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire brick, horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

There was a diverse trend of a 0.3 per cent decline in 
employment and a 1.9 per cent increase in pay rolls. Fewer 
workers were reported for the chemicals, explosives and soap 
industry, in which a large ordnance plant is classified, but 
gains in wage payments in other industries more than offset 
the decline for that group. A substantial increase of 54.9 per 
cent was reported for valuation of building permits. Bank 
debits declined 1.4 per cent on a monthly, and 4.9 per cent on 
a yearly, basis. Both retail and department store sales showed 
favorable trends for all comparisons, the former making an 
outstanding gain of 53 per cent in the month. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. 22,241 ) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming afea, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Employment and pay rolls rose 6.5 per cent and 0.2 per 
cent, respectively, in the period covered. More workers were 
employed by the heating and plumbing equipment and the 
agricultural implement industries, but wage payments for the 
latter group declined. A small decrease of 9.9 per cent oc- 
curred in valuation of building permits. Department store 
sales for 1945 were practically unchanged from 1944. For the 
month, sales volume rose 25 per cent, and in comparison with 
December, 1944, 6.2 per cent. 


MATTOON (Pop. 17,532) 


(Mattoon is a strategically located city producing kitchen furniture, 
shoes, roofing, Diesel engines, foundry products, broomcorn, and 
brooms. The shops of two large railroads and two truck terminals are 
located in the city and it is surrounded by a rich grain, livestock, 
poultry, and fruit farming region.) 

Chamber of Commerce reports show a slight increase of 
0.9 per cent in employment for the month and a substantial 
advance of 13.6 per cent in pay rolls. In comparison with 
December, 1944, employment declined 11.5 per cent and pay 
rolls, 23.4 per cent. Bank debits were 11.3 per cent less than in 
November, but 19.0 per cent more than a year ago. According 
to sales tax figures, October retail sales were 27.6 per cent 
higher than the amount for October, 1944, and 15.9 per cent 
above September, 1945, volume. 


PEORIA (Pop. 105,087 ) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleakle iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed. 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

For all reporting industries, employment advanced 3.6 per 
cent, and pay rolls, 2.0 per cent, in the month. Increases in 
both items were fairly-general- for all groups. Among indus- 
tries reporting gains were beverages, meat packing, chemicals, 
explosives and soap, machinery and machine tool, and paper 
boxes, bags and tubes manufacturers. Building permit valua- 
tions amounting to $504,574 more than doubled the November 
total. Bank debits rose 4.9 per cent for the month, but were 
6.5 per cent less than in December, 1944. Dollar volume of 
retail sales rose 24 per cent for the month, and was 4 per cent 
greater than in December, 1944. Total sales for 1945 were 11 
per cent above 1944 volume. Trends for department store sales 
were even more favorable. Retail costs of food were up 3.7 
per cent since December, 1944, but an advance of only 0.2 
per cent occurred in the month. . 
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QUINCY (Pop. 40,469 ) 


(Quincy has engectont industries producing stoves, rang furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 

Gains of 2.7 per cent in employment and 4.5 per cent in 
pay rolls are largely attributable to increased activity in the 
machinery and machine tool, heating and plumbing equipment, 
miscellaneous transportation equipment, and shoe manufac- 
turing industries. No building permits were reported for the 
month, Although bank debits declined 4.3 per cent in the 
month, they were 10.6 per cent above the figure for De- 
cember, 1944. 


ROCKFORD ( Pop. est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area est. 110,000 ) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for patentee machinery, machine tools, piston 
ile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 


rings, gears, and automobi 
tiles, hardware, wood and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 


leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Increased activity in the important machinery and ma- 
chine tool industry was primarily responsible for the in- 
creases of 3.1 per cent in employment and 4.8 per cent in pay 
rolis. Most of the other large manufacturing industries also 
reported gains. There was a substantial rise of 88.4 per cent 
in valuation of building permits. Bank debits showed a gain 
of 12.6 per cent for the month, but were 3.8 per cent less than 
in December, 1944. Retail sales volume was 19 per cent and 
11 per cent, respectively, higher than in November, 1945, and 
December, 1944, and the 1945 total was 4 per cent above 1944 
volume. Electric sales to ultimate consumers rose 2.9 per cent 
in the month. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

In Rock Island, employment increased 1.6 per cent, and 
pay rolls, 2.5 per cent. Increased activity in the agricultural 
implement industry was the cause of much of this gain. 
Building permit valuations in December more than tripled the 
November amount. Bank debits were 9.8 per cent higher than 
in November, and 14.0 per cent above the figure for Decem- 
ber, 1944. The large gains of 17.4 per cent in number of 
workers and 16.8 per cent in wage payments for Moline were 
attributable chiefly to increased activity in the agricultural 
implement, machinery and machine tool, and heating and 
plumbing equipment industries. Building permit valuations fell 
off 51.6 per cent. Bank debits showed little change for the 
month, but declined 4.5 per cent from the amount reported 
for December, 1944. Department store sales showed gains for 
all comparisons. y 

Retail sales in the area were 2 per cent higher than in 
December, 1944, and 45 per cent above their volume for 
November, 1945. The total sales for 1945 exceeded those for 
1944 by 10 per cent. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. 75,503 ) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Factors which contributed to the gains of 0.6 per cent in 
employment and 3.4 per cent in pay rolls were larger wage 
payments in electrical machinery and apparatus industries and 
seasonal advances in number of workers and pay rolls for 
department and variety stores. Valuation of building permits 
rose 24.6 per cent. Bank debits: were 5.9 per cent higher than 
in November, and 6.4 per cent above the amount for Decem- 
ber, 1944. Retail sales were 7 per cent greater than a year 
ago and 23 per cent above the November, 1945, volume. Both 
retail sales and department store sales totals for 1945 were 10 
per cent higher than corresponding totals for 1944. Retail 
costs of food rose 0.7 per cent in the month, and were 3.2 per 
cent higher than in December, 1944. 
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